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TRANSFORMED BY HOPE
SIMON GUILLEBAUD: WHAT A YEAR!
THE FORGOTTEN?

What a year it’s been so far!
I could have said that for Burundi, even
without considering the increasingly
crippling impact of both Covid and
what has taken place in Ukraine. Some
appallingly ill-considered centralised
decisions, a crippling fuel crisis, and
increasing food prices have all
contributed to grinding poverty and
despair permeating the capital and
spreading out to the provinces. I
genuinely don’t think it’s an
understatement to say that morale is
lower than at any point since the
genocide in the 1990s.

Transformed by Hope
Kersy is a living demonstration of the
power of long-term, strategic
investment in people. She arrived with
her sister, Leslie, at Homes of Hope
aged just five, after their father had
died.
Homes of Hope is run by our partner,
Youth for Christ (YFC), and provides
orphans and vulnerable children with
an environment designed to help
children thrive. Each child is placed in a
small home with foster parents who
provide nurture and care. These homes
are grouped in a small village
community, enabling children to play
in safety, surrounded by hills and
nature. Their development is supported
through education, play and mentoring.
The education they receive is at one of
the best schools in the country.

studying Business Management. “I
know it will help me in the future, and it
will teach me how I can help fellow young
Burundians like me. So many young
people are studying but they don’t have
the opportunity to work, so I will be
helping young people like me to start their
own businesses!”
Homes of Hope embodies some of the
core principles of GLO - investing in
the last, the least and the lost, and
working for the long-term strategic
transformation of Burundi . By
investing generously and abundantly in
Kersy over many years and giving her a
stable, loving home, she is now working
towards the goal of supporting
unemployed youth in the nation. And so
the ripple of hope, opportunity and
faith spreads further across Burundi!

The foster parents treated Kersy as
their own child. “They became my
parents - they helped me to grow as any
other parent would help… They taught me
about God. Now I’m saved and I know
Jesus because of them.”
Kersy thrived in school and now attends
university in Bujumbura. She is

Hence why GLO’s presence and
transformational work is more critical
than ever. I don’t know who first coined
the phrase, but it’s surely true: the light
shines brightest in the darkest places.
And indeed the light of Jesus shines
brightly in Burundi through so many of
our stunningly fruitful and dynamic
local partners.
I love seeing the radiant smiles on the
faces of dozens of ladies lifted out of
prostitution, full of joy and faith and
dignity, and able to provide for their
children through being empowered to
operate as tailors; or the highachieving, big-dreaming students at
university who were yesterday’s
abandoned orphans; or the similarly
beautiful enthusiasm of
entrepreneurial widows who have
stepped off the scrapheap of life, once

Foreword

they joined a savings group and were
entrusted with life-transforming sums
as small as £20; or the zealous school
Christian unions that are bursting at
the seams and changing the whole
youth culture of their area; or King’s
Conference Centre’s wide recognition
as the best conference centre in the
country and whose sustainable success
allows us to direct profits back into
other vital projects across the nation.
Wow, honestly, the list goes on and on
and that is the briefest of glimpses of a
few areas of transformation that we
have been a part of.
Hope. Joy. Dignity. Transformation.
Thank you for being a part of it. In the
coming pages, enjoy the following
snapshots of life-changing,
circumstance-defying, faith-stirring
‘Light shining in the darkest places’!
Simon Guillebaud

glo.org.uk/simon

In addition to the day-to-day work of our partners, here are a few stats thanks to
your generosity over the past year…

Watch the video at

glo.org.uk/hoh

11 - new family homes built to replace mud huts
47 - new sewing machines, helping 251 vulnerable women start a new life
1500 - children given school supplies to enable them to continue education
2000 - teenage girls given packs of reusable sanitary pads
8000 - students given subsidised Bibles

Led by Compassion
Harmony on the Airwaves

We are delighted to introduce Bosco
Mutebutsi as our new incoming
Burundian National Director.
Bosco is taking over from Onesphore
Manirakiza, who has been instrumental
in strengthening our partners through
mentoring and advising leaders,
establishing the Burundian Mission
Society and overseeing the vital Christian
Initiatives for Peace movement.
Onesphore isn’t leaving the GLO fold
completely though; stepping down as
National Director will enable him to
dedicate all his strength to our partner
organisation, Antioch Foundation, which
is becoming increasingly influential in its
mission to strengthen the Burundian
church.
It’s exciting to see Bosco stepping into
this role. A generation younger, he brings
fresh energy and perspective alongside a
wealth of hands-on leadership
experience. Bosco founded Igniting
Communities for Jesus (ICJ) to bring
transformation to orphans, widows and
some of the poorest communities in
Burundi. He is wise, compassionate and
servant-hearted, and we are excited to
see the impact of his leadership.
But Bosco’s life of service to his nation
was not a given. When he was just seven
years old, armed militia entered his
village. Many family members were
massacred on that day, including his
mother and father. Bosco was one of only
three children who managed to escape
and hide in the bush. After an hour of
hiding, he crept back with his sister to
find the rest of his family, only to discover
a truly horrifying scene of carnage that
had claimed the lives of so many loved
ones. In shock, but aware that the killers
were still nearby, they ran for their lives.
Even in the darkest moments, goodness
was to be found. A man from the same
ethnic group as the militia was willing to
put himself in danger by trying to rescue
them. He warned them that the following
morning the killers would burn down the

We all know the potential of media to
inform and educate us, shaping our
outlook and understanding of the
world. For this reason, several GLO
Partners are involved in this hugely
strategic ministry.

Onesphore, Bosco and Simon
forest to flush out those still hiding, so he
advised them to return before dawn when
he would guide them to safety.
Early the next morning, he led Bosco and
his older sister through the mist. She
thought the man would betray them, so
she refused to follow. Bosco had to obey
her, and it was a mistake because they
soon came across a gang of killers, resting
on the verandah of a house. Spotting
Bosco, they rushed into the house to pick
up their machetes, and gave chase. Bosco
and his sister literally ran for their lives
again, just reaching the Catholic church
with only seconds to spare. Priests took
them in and nursed them until safe
passage to the capital could be arranged.
In 2002, Bosco gave his life to Christ. He
was attending a boarding school where he
was discipled by mature Christians who
were fellow students. Whilst still a
schoolboy Bosco was aware of God’s
calling upon his life. He states, “I believe
that I was rescued for a purpose. I know that
God wants me to be his hands and feet to
show his goodness in this broken world.”
After graduating from secondary school,
Bosco joined Youth for Christ. It was here
that God expanded and affirmed his
calling. He left with a fresh vision of his
own and later set up ICJ (formerly known
as J-Life). He is married to Danella and
they have two young sons, David and
Joshua. Please pray for the whole family
as he steps into this new role.
glo.org.uk/bosco

Our partner Trans World Radio
broadcasts across Burundi. One of their
most popular programs is Abakunzi
b’Amahoro (Lovers of Peace), which
offers advice on how to find peace in all
areas of life. Their focus on family life
has been particularly impactful. Here is
some feedback from listeners:

“I feel a change in how I live with
my family. I never used to talk with
my wife and family, but since I
started to make an effort to speak
with them, I’ve seen a great
improvement in my home! Thank
you very much for the program.”

“I have just realised the lack of
peace in my home is due to the
disrespect I showed my wife. As a
result of your program, I asked for
my wife’s forgiveness and
cultivated dialogue with her. Now I
work alongside her as a beloved
partner. God bless you so much for
the program!”

With very few people owning
televisions and literacy levels being low
in Burundi, radio is the most effective
and popular medium for reaching the
masses. It has tremendous potential to
impact countless unseen lives. Trans
World Radio moved into a new building
last year with top-quality studios and
office space. As a result, both quality
and capacity of their output has greatly
improved. Furthermore, they can rent
out the studios to generate income.

“The presenters are full
of wisdom and always
give me joy when I listen.
In my community, we
often come together and
listen to the program
and share our thoughts.”
Listener from Bujumbura
glo.org.uk/twr

Freedom Unlocked
Charles was born in a small rural
village. Growing up, his friends led
him to a series of bad decisions. He
dropped out of high school and joined
a reggae band, hoping it would lift him
out of poverty into fame. To escape
his miseries, Charles would smoke
marijuana all day: “Whenever I was
high, I felt indestructible, like
I was on top of the world!”
The band toured all
over the country and
occasionally travelled to
neighbouring countries.
As his fame grew,
Charles’ use of drugs and
alcohol took hold of him.
But in 2015, the band fell out,
so he returned to his village,
sinking deeper into addiction and
becoming both aggressive and violent.
He was an absent parent to his three
children, never contributing to his
family, and his wife felt hopeless.
One day, Charles was arrested and
jailed after a bar fight. Given a choice
between staying in jail for two weeks
or a fine and cutting off his dreadlocks
(which are frowned upon in Burundian
society), he chose to remain in jail. He
started having dreams at night, seeing
himself dancing and singing in church.

A village outreach event

This bothered him because he had
never imagined himself stepping foot in
a church; furthermore, he developed a
distaste for his former addictions.
In the meantime, GLO Partner United
Citizens for Change and Development
(UCCD) organised a three-day outreach.
One of the evangelists met the nowreleased Charles in the street and
invited him to the gospel rally nearby.
Although initially hesitant, Charles
felt moved by the music and
decided to join the crowd.
When they called for people
to repent, he quickly ran to
the front.
UCCD connected him to a
local church where he made
friends who inspired him to
change. He soon felt God
leading him to cut off his hair.
He said: “I felt like my dreadlocks
represented my past and made me an
outcast in my community. I was no
longer attached to them, and I wanted
to cut them off as a symbol of my
transformation.”
Charles is now a proud parent and
husband. He farms and sells vegetables
in the local market. He has also joined
the church choir, using his musical
giftings for a new purpose, and he
brings his family along every Sunday.
His wife and children are thrilled to
witness his transformation!

Obeying the Call
Isaiah’s world changed when his
mother died whilst he was still an
infant. His father’s new wife did not
love him as a mother should. He
attended Sunday school brokenhearted, but actually found peace and
comfort there. As a teenager, he began
to memorise the Bible and the lyrics of
Christian songs, which strengthened
his relationship with God.
In 1996, when ethnic tensions in
Burundi were mounting, and Isaiah was
just fourteen, he decided to flee to
Tanzania. To survive there, he
developed skills including soap-making
and sewing, but life was hard for him.
He was alone and felt the stigma of
being an unwelcome refugee.
By the time Isaiah had reached
adulthood, he had learned the
importance of relying on the Lord
through prayer and fasting. As a result,
the Lord equipped and opened doors for
him to preach and share the good news
of Jesus. He attended a Bible school in
Tanzania and was presented with an
opportunity to become a missionary in
the West, but as he prayed, he believed
God gave him this word of direction:

“Go back to your nation and serve
me there!”
Isaiah obeyed and, returning to
Burundi, he founded United Citizens for
Change and Development (UCCD).
UCCD are committed to sharing the
gospel in word and action. Their
outreach is multifaceted - providing
practical help to those in great need,
working with local churches to rollout
over 200 Bible schools, and organising
many community gospel events.
Isaiah and his team fit the vision of GLO
very well:

GLO identifies, equips and
empowers the best local leaders of
passion, integrity, gifting and vision
for the transformation of Burundi,
bottom-up and top-down.
Isaiah is so thankful for your support.
He frequently shares uplifting stories of
transformation at our Saturday Zoom
meeting for supporters. If you would
like to join us to pray for him and other
partners, visit: glo.org.uk/zoom

Sewing Hope
Many of our partners teach skills that
will radically transform an individual’s
prospects. This work often happens in
small learning communities where
practical training is supplemented by
advice, fellowship and prayer.

No Longer at Risk
Burundi can be a tough place to be a
young woman, single mother and
widow. Exploitation is sadly prevalent,
and poverty forces many into a
desperate position of having to beg or
sell their bodies to survive. GLO Partner
Together for Development (TFD) works
tirelessly to change this as they engage
with some of the poorest communities,
equipping them to lift themselves out
of poverty.
For the last few years, they have
established pop-up sewing schools to
equip women with new skills, giving
them a chance to earn a living with
dignity and security. As well as teaching
sewing, they focus on self-esteem and
provide a safe space for groups to share
together. These classes have proved
extremely popular and are in high
demand. In order to care for the women
beyond the classes, TFD leader Ephraim
dreamed of starting a tailoring business
which could employ sewing graduates.
Chantal (pictured above) is 38-yearsold and lives in the city of Bujumbura,
with her eight children. Her husband
moved abroad to find work to provide
for the family, but became stuck,
unable to return home.

Chantal sought income anywhere she
could think of. She tried to find odd jobs
all over the city, but with little to no
skills, she couldn’t get any. They would
go days without food and some of her
children had to drop out of school due
to a lack of fees. She considered selling
the house and moving to the
countryside.
When Ephraim heard about Chantal’s
ordeal, he saw an open door to
implement his vision. He gave her
£1400 ($1700) upfront to rent a room in
their house for the next five years. He
also encouraged Chantal to join the
sewing classes and assisted her
children with school fees and school
materials to return to school. This room
has now been established as a small
tailoring shop, bringing economic
hope, and providing much-needed
support to these ladies at risk.
Chantal is so grateful to TFD for all they
have done for her and her family:

“I felt helpless and was at breaking
point with all the problems I had. I
almost gave up. But I truly believe
God worked through Ephraim. If it
wasn’t for him and his wife, I don’t
know where my family and I would
be now.”

Together for Development (TFD)
recently organised a two-day workshop
to bring these small groups together,
providing further support,
encouragement and training.
Over one hundred people attended,
including ex-prostitutes, those living
with HIV/AIDS or disabilities, widows,
orphaned children, and others
considered vulnerable or at risk of
exploitation.
Individuals were encouraged to share
their own stories of transformation to
offer hope to others who may be
struggling. Many described how they
had been healed and liberated from
emotional and physical wounds:

“I got pregnant after I left school to
work in Bujumbura as a
housemaid. When I returned home,
my life became miserable...

Overjoyed and honoured! A woman who
has completed her sewing training is
congratulated by her community.
...I’m no longer ashamed when I
meet people, and my mindset has
changed as I am now skilled.”
The sessions also included an affirming
talk on God’s grace and their identity in
Christ. There was also practical advice
on starting income-generating
activities and tips on working together
as a group to share resources such as
sewing machines.
glo.org.uk/tfd

“Thanks to your generosity
and compassion, we were able
to purchase 47 sewing machines
in the last 12 months. This
enabled 251 girls and women to
receive training and find a new
start in life”
Ephraim, TFD Founder

Experience Burundi

People Building
Antioch Foundation works to strengthen the Burundian church. Many pastors and
church leaders do not have the opportunity to attend Bible college or other formal
training. In their words: “Many non-profits build buildings and programs,
whereas Antioch Foundation exists to build people.”

“Overwhelmingly wonderful and inspirational.
You will leave feeling more alive than ever before!”
Angela

Antioch Foundation provides in-church training for pastors and members of their
congregations. They are distinctive in that they travel to local communities instead
of expecting their students to travel to them. This saves both time and money, and
past students speak of how the training has revolutionised their communities. We
can discover how they achieve this through testimonies of people who have
worked with them.

Annociate:
We recently welcomed a group of
supporters from the UK who came out
to check out some of our GLO Partners,
see a variety of projects and visit
different parts of Burundi. As with many
who visit the country for the first time,
they were struck by the wide gap in
standards of living between the two
nations. They were made to feel
extremely welcome, as Lilly reflects:
“We had singing, dancing, flag-waving,
celebratory meals, hundreds of children
lining up to say ‘Welcome to Burundi!’,
etc. There is no end to how warm the
Burundians are - I’m thinking that a cup
of tea won’t cut it anymore when we get
back to the UK!”
Each felt they gained a huge amount
from the trip and came away with a
fresh perspective and sense of challenge
and vision. Our leaders made a strong
impression on the visitors, with both
Kevin and Mabel noting:
“The thing that really has struck me has
been the steady, unswerving focus of the
leaders. They are never distracted from
their identified priorities, whereas we in

the West tend to suffer so much from
distractions and white noise all the time.
They are remarkable in that respect.”
“I was very challenged by the commitment
of the leaders and their compassion for the
lost of Burundi. I recommend you visit if
you can; it will be life-changing.”
But they were also able to be a huge
blessing to those they interacted with.
Making the effort to visit brings huge
encouragement to our leaders, many of
whom face deep, long-term challenges
in their work. Furthermore, in some
rural Burundian villages, visitors from
outside Africa may be extremely rare, so
visiting demonstrates that these people,
often the poorest in the nation, are not
forgotten. Charlotte reflects:
“In God’s economy it does seem to be a
divine exchange of blessing.”
So are you ready for an adventure?
We’re confident it will be ‘unforgettable’,
‘life-changing’ and ‘inspirational’!
For more information, take a look at our
Experience Burundi web page:
glo.org.uk/visit

“I am a tailor. I had never found my role in the church ministry
until I learnt through Antioch's ‘First Principles’ class that my
workplace is my mission field. It was a complete paradigm
shift! I am still adjusting to it, but I can tell my attitude at job is
no longer the same. I consider myself as an ambassador for
Christ, a missionary. What a privilege for a tailor to represent
the Saviour of the World to my customers!”

Jean-Claude:
“I didn’t know that the Bible is clear about my role as a
husband to my wife, and a father to my children. This has led
to me reviewing my time management. I make sure to be back
home as early as possible so I can have time with my family
and I value most my relationship with my wife.”

Steve:
“When I studied the booklet ‘Passing on Your Beliefs’, my
attitude to children changed. I am now involved in children’s
ministry at church because I understand that I have a
responsibility to pass over my faith to the younger generation.”

Isn’t it beautiful to see multiple spheres of the church community positively
impacted? From this selection of testimonies, we can see a transformation in
attitude towards the workplace, the family and the next generation.
glo.org.uk/antioch

From Curses to Blessings

From Victim to Victor!
Our partner CAPAMI works alongside
people who have suffered physical and
emotional trauma, providing catharsis
and healing programs. 23-year-old
Alain currently volunteers for CAPAMI
because he has personally benefited
from their transformative work.

“We used to think our land was cursed.”
Gertrude beams as she walks by, laden
with a giant tub full of beans, freshly
harvested from the steep hillsides of
Ciya, in northern Burundi.
She lives in a village inhabited by Batwa
people, the minority ethnic group in the
nation. They live in extreme poverty and
have struggled to grow enough food to
feed themselves for generations,
assuming that a curse was upon them.
Often despised by others, they retreated
further into the hills, away from the rest
of society. Many Batwa do not even
identify themselves as Burundian.
Two years ago, GLO Partner Igniting
Communities for Jesus (ICJ) bought two
hectares of land for widows in Ciya.
Abandoned and rejected, these women
were at breaking point. Many had
resorted to begging or selling their
bodies to get a meal. Their children were
dying of malnutrition. ICJ started a
feeding program that included a daily
porridge portion for children under 7.
They have already seen a considerable
transformation, with improved lifeexpectancy, education, quality of homes
and healthcare access.
But food remains a huge national issue,
with Burundi listed as the hungriest
nation in the world. Despite its lush

green landscape and fertile soil, a small
landmass combined with a booming
population put a strain on supplies.
Wherever you drive, any available strip
of land is growing something, but many
of these crops are spindly and stunted.
One of the most exciting developments
in ICJ’s recent program has been their
training in the Foundations for Farming
methodology, originally devised in
Zimbabwe. Its core principles are that
work is done on time, to a high
standard, without wastage and with joy.

At an end-of-year party, Alain had
spent the night celebrating with
friends. After leaving the party, he was
set upon by a gang. A fight broke out,
and Alain was beaten unconscious. He
was taken to a hospital in Ruyigi, where
he spent two weeks in a coma. The
reason for the beating? It was simply
because Alain comes from a different
ethnic group.
Alain was introduced to CAPAMI.
Through their work, his emotional
wounds were healed, along with his

physical injuries. The volunteer work he
does with the organisation today is
helping both victims and perpetrators
of violence and trauma to work through
their pain and find fresh hope.
Fearing repercussions, the gang that
had attacked Alain fled to Tanzania.
Alain managed to get word to them that
all was forgiven. Alain chose the path of
forgiveness and now lives in peace,
helping to pass on the lessons he has
learnt to others who have suffered.
The work of CAPAMI is gaining national
and international recognition due to its
effectiveness. There is a high demand
for their services, particularly working
alongside military and police officials,
which is needed in a nation with such
fresh scars of conflict.
glo.org.uk/capami

Modelling this attitude and giving
training in these agricultural techniques
to the Batwa communities in Ciya has
turned land that once seemed cursed
into a thriving thicket of healthy crops.
It is no exaggeration to say that it has
almost quadrupled the yields! In this
harvest, they reaped multiple tons of
crops - 90kgs of beans and maize were
apportioned per family, which will last
them until the next harvest.
Although these communities are still
desperately poor, morale is good, and
they are experiencing a refreshing
blessing from now-fertile land with
circumstances and opportunities
improving year on year.
glo.org.uk/icj

Burundian police officers attending CAPAMI’s mental health workshop

Nurturing Local Leaders
Allowing young leaders to develop
their skills is a priority for GLO Partner
New Generation. In addition to their
primary focus of rehabilitating streetconnected children, they facilitate
youth clubs as an exciting vehicle of
outreach in the local community. They
give opportunities to young leaders to
develop skills as they engage in serving
those around them. One such leader is
26-year-old Godefroid, who has been
a club member since 2019.
He coordinates a WhatsApp group with
people from his local neighbourhood,
using it as a platform to hear local
issues and suggest different solutions.
Each Sunday at 6am, the team gathers
to work in their neighbourhood and the
surrounding area. Typical tasks include
unblocking the open drains at the
roadside, gardening and litter clearing.
Last summer thousands of people on the
lakeside in Bujumbura were displaced as
Lake Tangyanika rose to unprecedented
levels, likely a symptom of climate
change. The waters lingered for weeks
and reached as far as Godefroid’s locale.
The team sprang into action, clearing
away piles of the floating debris and
helping people in need.

The Forgotten?
Between Bwiza and Nyakabiga in
Bujumbura, there is an area known as
‘Ku Gifurege’, i.e. ‘The Big Gutter’.

Godefroid is grateful for the opportunity
to have such a positive impact:
“I would like to thank New Generation as
I’ve learnt many things. I’m proud of the
learning experiences that I accumulated
during my time spent at the club. I am
who I am today, with all that we have
achieved together because of my decision
to join the club. It really helped me.”

Our partners, Green Land Alliance
(GLA), were part of a group that felt
compelled to come alongside the
community. The leader of the group
spoke powerfully:

But he is not complacent, and is
determined to have an even greater
impact as he seeks to recruit more help:

“We have come to be by your side. God
knows every one of us, and our presence
here means that you are not forgotten.”

“I ask young people from my age group to
take this as a wake-up call. We can
achieve our dreams and be a powerful
support to other people, even at this age.”

The visitors distributed rice and beans.
As the children enjoyed juice and
biscuits, the adults shared a soda
together, which is a rare treat for
people living in such poverty.

An example to follow. Godefroid is humble-hearted and community-minded

glo.org.uk/ng

Perched along the gutter’s edge are
several huts housing sixteen
households. Known as ‘The Forgotten’,
the community consists of retired and
active prostitutes with their children,
and gamblers and addicts.

glo.org.uk/gla

One mother told her story. She and her
three children are HIV+ and have to
take medication five times a day. She
hadn’t been able to feed the children
since the day before and was
experiencing difficulty getting them to
take their medicine on an empty
stomach. The food supplies brought by
the team meant that as well as being
fed, the family would be happier taking
the drugs that keep them alive. She
dreams of providing for her family, and
selling avocados in the market.
When the team left Ku Gifurege, they
were encouraged by the happiness
etched upon the faces of the residents.
Dismas of Greeland Alliance writes:

“Small actions performed out
of a loving and serving heart
can make hopeless people
experience the love of God.”
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The smiles on these boys’ faces are a testimony to both the generosity of GLO
supporters and the faithfulness of our partners - whose relentless work is
providing homes, education, healthcare, skills, microfinance, crops and the good
news of Jesus. These initiatives bring hope and transformation to some of the most
impoverished communities in the world. Thank you for your partnership in this
life-changing work, and may their smiles bring you joy and encouragement today!

